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Abstract

The controversy known as the “Tate Gallery Bricks” is one of the most striking art
events since the 1960s. Due to conceptual differences and misunderstandings, opponents
of the event complained that the Tate Gallery wasted people’s hard earned money. This
study introduces the history of methodological changes in art history and adopts methods
from social history both to analyze the event with regard to aesthetics, politics, economics,
morality, and media and to examine the imbrications between these different domains in
the controversy that occurred. This study then utilizes the methods of art criticism to
describe, analyze, explain, and evaluate the “Tate Gallery Bricks” case. From this
examination, several conclusions pertinent to art education are developed: 1) the creative
process is fraught with difficulty; 2) conceptual differences in aesthetics incite controversy;
3) the influence of political power cannot be overlooked; 4) economic trends influence the
public’s view of art; 5) the media play an important role in the dissemination of aesthetics;
6) the special qualities inherent in radical leftist art deserve consideration; 7) art museums
can enhance the standard of research by establishiﬁg archival resources; and, 8) in the
information age, the position of art education and artistic creation must be reevaluated.
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