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Abstract 
This paper is derived from a research project running from August 2005 to 

July 2006 sponsored by the National Science Council, Taiwan. The purpose of this 
research is to develop an “art appreciation and criticism” program implying 
theories of ‘critical and contextual studies’ in England with a cross-cultural view. 
The researcher first reviewed the theory and practice of critical studies in art 
teacher education in England. Then, the researcher conducted action research in 
National Hualien University of Education in Taiwan with an implication of 
English scholars Rod Taylor’s and Nicholas Addison’s teaching strategies of 
critical studies for art teacher education. The participants of the action research 
were 39 undergraduate students of the Art & Craft Department who attended the 
course of “ArtCurriculum Design and Teaching Practice” and 7 graduate students 
of the Graduate Institute of Visual Arts Education who attended the course of 
“Seminar in Art Appreciation and Criticism” taught by the researcher in the 2005 
academic year. In addition to implication of English scholars’ theories, the 
researcher developed concept of ‘aesthetic caring’ and integrated ICT with art 
teaching through action research. Finally, based on research findings and teaching 
reflection, the researcher recommended art curriculum programs and 
teaching-learning strategies for training art teachers.  

Keywords: Action research aesthetic caring, art teacher education, critical 
studies, Cross-Cultural 
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