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Abstract

This paper first recognizes that there is very little literature which bears
directly on photographic education in academic circles. It then turns to the
formulation of a new teaching programme, “Image Aesthetics”, which integrates
image analysis with Gestalt theory, in an attempt to conduct research into
photography teaching and learning. The primary aim of the study is to examine
whether the curriculum can be helpful in improving students’ understanding and
practice in photography. This is followed by an introduction to the empirical
procedures, including the collection and analysis of weekly records, adopted to
assess student learning experience. Afterwards, Thematic Analysis has been
applied to analyze the learning records, which express opinions from the students’
perspectives. Assessment results of the weekly records show an overall positive
effect on their learning in terms of self-evaluation, photographic technique, having
intent, and the understanding and application of Gestalt theory. Discussions of the
seeming contradiction between intuitive composition and intellectual composition
are also provided in the last part of this paper. These issues have not been fully

addressed in the study and are considered worthwhile for further research.

Keywords. photographic education, photogr aphy, gestalt theory, image analysis,
thematic analysis
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