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Summary 
Despite the immense popularity of photography in modern society, and the importance 

of its contribution to contemporary culture, there is very little literature in academic circles 

in Taiwan which bears directly on photography teaching and learning. The author 

recognizes the absence of photography departments and a lack of qualified, academic staff 

as the major problems in photographic education in Taiwan, which may explain the 

deficiency of literature. According to the existing articles, a technique-led curriculum is 

among the serious defects of the status quo. 

The paper then turns to the formulation of a new teaching programme, “Image 

Aesthetics”, which integrates image analysis with Gestalt theory, in an attempt to conduct 

research into photography teaching and learning. The primary aims of the study are to 

examine first, the efficiency of the curriculum in terms of improving students’ 

understanding and practice in photography; second, the influence of Gestalt theory in the 

image composing process.  

The discussion is followed by an introduction to the empirical procedures, including 

the collection and analysis of weekly records. The researcher invites student volunteers to 

participate in a diary study in order to gain insight into their photography learning 

experiences. A detailed analysis of the weekly records has been performed using Thematic 

Analysis, through which a total of 5 major themes and 14 subsidiary themes are developed 

for the purpose of resolving the research questions. In general, assessment results of the 

learning records show an overall positive effect on their learning in terms of self-evaluation, 
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photographic technique, having intent, and the understanding and application of Gestalt 

theory. However, there are some reservations expressed about the utilization of Gestalt 

theory in image composition.  

 A validation session has been conducted for the participants to review the diary 

analysis and comment on its accuracy. The results show that the participants generally 

perceive the analysis report as a whole as a credible account of their learning experiences. In 

turn, their comments and responses are incorporated into this paper. Although obtaining 

responses from the diarists to the analysis account is time-consuming, the respondents have 

helped the researcher verify that he has reflected their perspectives, acquired new ideas and 

alternative interpretations, and established the meaningfulness of the findings and 

interpretations that added credibility to this study. 

 However, the findings also reveal that when the learners tried to apply Gestalt 

principles in practice, they faced two major difficulties. The first relates to the gap between 

theory and practice, and the second to the seeming contradiction between intuitive thinking 

and intellectual thinking in the image composing process. A number of students seem to 

draw a line between the two kinds of perceptual functioning, believing that intellectual 

composition would hinder intuitive composition. However, excluding intellectual thinking in 

the practice of composition does not mean the learners fail to integrate theory into their 

work; instead, they may have achieved the desired results intuitively. 

 In regard to whether Gestalt training has influenced image composition, the diarists’ 

responses are found to be somewhat contradictory yet realistic. It is not to be denied that 

although Gestalt training has had a profound impact on their image composing processes, 

this influence is not necessarily positive. Furthermore, the perceived conflict between 

intuitive composition and intellectual composition remains open to further research.   
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