
Abstract 

It is argued that art studies should offer students prior knowledge in order to develop 

their visual literacy. This study focuses on the formation of a stronger knowledge-base of 

historical understandings and interpretive skills of spiritual symbolism in modern art. 

Accordingly, the study explores various notions of symbolism, Man’s old relationship 

with the Divine, Man’s new relationship with the Divine, the development of abstraction 

in modern art, modern prophets for a modern art, and spiritual influences on modern 

artists. The research results reveal that many modern artists were highly influenced by 

Theosophy and alchemical symbols and they also employed a proliferation of 

multivocality symbols in their symbolic interpretations of the Divine. The research results 

also reveal that modern artists were radical innovators and were driven by an 

unquenchable urge for spiritual transformation. Additionally, despite their different 

techniques and philosophies, such artists shared one objective: to break a path to a new, 

ultimate pictorial truth in their quest for the Divine. 
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