Abstract

This study uses Stavropoulos’ (1992) “A Diagnostic Profile of Art Understandings
Based on Verbal Responses to Works of Art (DP)” to evaluate ESL students’
understandings of Western and Asian art during a one-semester interdisciplinary course.
Stavropoulos’ DP uses four dimensions to assess student’s verbal and written responses
to imagery: descriptive, formal, interpretative, and historical. The findings reveal that the
students gave multiple lower-order descriptive art understandings. Within the formal
dimension, many students successfully developed their formal art knowledge-base as
many analyzed artworks in terms of elements and principles of design. Within the
interpretative dimension, many students employed knowledge-seeking strategies in their
search for understanding. Most students’ responses did not score highly within the
historical dimension. There is evidence of students giving incorrect appraisals, illogical
findings, immature judgment, and nebulous or unclear statements within each dimension.
It is also palpable that there is a scarcity of responses which provide supported judgment
or aesthetic reasoning, descriptive questioning, extending or challenging the art
historian’s or the art critic’s description of the work through convincing argument.
Several of the students’ drawings demonstrate Howard Gardner’s (1983) notion of
spatial intelligence. Overall, the findings suggest that the interdisciplinary course
provided students with a useful knowledge-base for developing their art education.
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