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Abstract

Academic journals are the arena where concerns of academic disciplines are discussed. Through
the publication of research results, scholars present their analysis of specific questions related
to the discipline. Therefore, reviews of empirical research published in academic journals are
a way to enrich, renew and revise our knowledge of the discipline. Art criticism has become
increasingly important in the field of art education, however, there is little systematic review and
analysis of related empirical research. This review aims to examine the methods and results of
empirical studies on art criticism teaching and learning, and to reflect on the latest development
and current practices in the field. Thirty-nine empirical studies on art criticism learning
published in eight art education journals from 2005 to 2015 were reviewed. Most of the studies
were small-scale qualitative research on students in school settings. The review reveals that
many of the studies focused on the effectiveness of specific art criticism teaching and learning
methods and investigated the characteristics of students’ critical response. The research findings
provide practical implications for pedagogy implementation. The review concludes by reflecting

on the development of art criticism education and identifying areas that require further research.
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