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Abstract

Academic research as the foundation stone consolidates the knowledge system of a discipline and
delineates its scope and categories. It also provides important indicators for its prospective evolution
and development. Since 2005, the Research Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences of the
Ministry of Science and Technology in Taiwan has undertaken the survey and analysis on the popular
and forward-looking research issues of various disciplines based on a 10-year cycle. Partaking in the
fulfillment of this purpose, this study aims to investigate the popular and forward-looking research
issues in the field of visual arts education accumulated both in Taiwan domestically and internationally
over the years from 2006 to 2016, with the hope to highlight the most popular and progression academic
research themes. The results show that, for popular research issues, both Taiwanese and international
scholars focused on the visual culture-related and digital technology-related issues. In addition,
international popular issues also include the boundaries and subjectivity of art education, while aesthetic
and cognitive ones are favored by the scholars in Taiwan. Based on the research outcome, this study
proposes two forward-looking research issues: digital technology-related topics and the topics related
to the boundaries and subjectivity of art education. The former points out the existing contemporary
circumstances under which all disciplines are involved with and therefore the educators should pay
close attention to; while the latter in fact relates to the persistent development of visual arts education.
Finally, this study raises several questions worth of further consideration. This study endeavors to
contribute its result to the comprehension for the prospective territory of visual arts education in Taiwan

as well as to serve as a probable viewpoint to the outlook of development of this field as a whole.
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