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Summary 

In recent years, art education has been offered using different approaches, including 

discipline-based, multi-cultural, community-based, humanistic, environmental and technological 

ones. From a global perspective, art education has emphasized a wider variety of issues such as 

local culture, eco-environment and human literacy. However, most changes are undertaken in the 

elementary and secondary education. However, very little effort is taken for art education at the 

higher education level regarding environmental behavior. The purpose of this paper is to compare 

the effect of art education on students’ environmental behavior in college of arts between Taiwan 

and France. 

In the past, art education in Taiwan followed the practice of the United State and Japan. 

Recently, Taiwan has set out to undertake the task of developing national standards for art 

education that incorporates local, national and global practices. To reach the goal, Taiwan needs 

to commit to a long-term development process, one that helps establish well-defined standards 

for the future. In contrast to Taiwan, art education in France has a rich tradition and is well 

established. France’s approach is focused on human literacy and pro-environment awareness, 

and furthermore, France has developed national standards. In comparison, French art education 

has a consistent program at the elementary and secondary education levels. While the link 
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between art education and environmental curriculum has to be strengthened. As far as 

Taiwanese art education is concerned, it has an organized environmental curriculum connected 

to art education in the elementary education and part of the secondary education. 

There were 100 Taiwanese art college students and 87 French art college students recruited 

in the study. In this study, An Art College Students’ Environmental Behavior Questionnaire 

(ACSEBQ) was developed and presented in the languages of French and Mandarin. Ajzen’s 

theory of planned behavior and the environmental behavior theory offered by Kaiser et al. were 

the basis for the ACSEBQ. The questionnaire helped us explore the impact of educational 

experience variables on environmental behavior. With multiple group analysis of structural 

equation modeling as the statistical analysis method, ACSEBQ has an acceptable model fit 

indicated by χ2 = 34.28, p = .13, though other fit indexes met the suggested criteria for model fit 

(χ2/df = 1.32, RMSEA = .04, GFI = .96). The multiple group analysis data with measurement 

weights indicated by χ2 valueincreased17.19 at p = .05. The analysis showed that at least one of 

the paths value had significant differences between the two results. In French art college 

students’ environmental behaviors results, there were three significant paths: attitude toward 

behavior to behavior intention, perceived behavioral control to behavior intention, and 

subjective norm to environmental behavior, with the coefficients of .46, .41 and -.31 

respectively. In Taiwanese art college students’ environmental behavior results, there were two 

significant paths: perceived behavioral control to behavior intention, and perceived behavioral 

control to environmental behavior, with the coefficients of .71and .39 respectively. 

The final results illustrated that: (1) there was a significant difference between French and 

Taiwanese art college students’ environmental behaviors; (2) French art college students were 

affected by negative subjective norm, while Taiwanese art college students were affected by 

positive perceived behavioral control. Moreover, both behavior intentions were not significant 

inter-effect to environmental behavior. It was also found that the environmental behaviors were 

affected by different art education experiences in line with the environmental behavior theory 

(Kaiser, et al.). Because of insufficient efforts for art education at the higher education level 

regarding environmental behavior, both behavior intentions failed to convert to positive 

environmental behavior. In France, art education emphasizes human literacy and culture and has 

implemented at the elementary and secondary education levels. France has designed the 

pathway guidelines for art education at the higher education level. It helps transform attitude 
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toward behavior and perceived behavioral control to behavior intention. On the other hand, 

Taiwan art education has carried out well at elementary and secondary education levels 

regarding environment education, which successfully transforms perceived behavioral control to 

behavior intention. In addition, it is suggested that art education efforts in both countries should 

be taken with more adequate effort for art education at the higher education level regarding 

environmental behavior. 

The research findings indicate that if we were to cultivate positive behavior intention 

through art education, we should embody human literacy and environment education and 

furthermore, we should integrate the education from elementary to higher levels. French art 

education could be cultivated by providing organized environmental activities to students and 

citizens so as to stress the importance of perceived behavioral control. On the other hand, 

Taiwan art education should strengthen students’ comprehension of human literacy and the 

environment so as to enhance self-awareness toward behavior and subjective norm. 
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