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Summary 

In the departments related to child education in universities and colleges, it is often 

observed that the students are not given the enough chances to apply what they learn from the 

“unity of learning and application” into the practice in the visual arts course in early childhood 

education because of the limited credits providing by the course.  

Recently, service-learning has become an important educational issue receiving high 

attention from governments around the world, and been widely used in various educational 

stages and domains. Service-learning might also be recognized as a teaching strategy with a 

view encouraging the students to embody the “spirit of learning by doing” and promoting the 

educators to develop the ability to take actions in education.  

However, it is still not well uncovered about the extent to which the approach of 

service-learning in early childhood education could benefit to the teacher and the students in the 

visual arts course, nor how service-learning could affect the conduction of the visual arts course 

is explored. This study thereby, mainly relying on the action research method supplemented by 

the questionnaire survey, aims to investigate the effect of applying service-learning strategy in 

visual arts in early childhood education course. In this study, the researcher develop a child 

visual arts teaching course of which a cooperative learning activity was conducted where 49 

students were asked to apply the knowledge they had learned from the course to design lesson 

plans for the visual arts educational service activities for parents with children. These students 
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have to serve these activities to the groups of parents with children aged from 3 to 8 years old in 

a two-day program at the Hsinchu Zoo.  

To ensure the reliability and credibility, this study provides competent and reliable 

evidence collected from the process of students’ teaching and the researcher’s course through 

both qualitative and quantitative ways. The data used for analysis in this study include: the 

curriculum plan for visual arts in early childhood education prepared by the researcher, the 

paper materials and questionnaires written and filled in by the 49 students, and results from 487 

satisfaction survey questionnaires completed by the children or their parents. The triangulation 

method is used in the process of categorizing, analyzing and comparing the qualitative and 

quantitative data collected from the different sources to enhance the reliability and validity of 

this study.  

The results could be summarized into the three points. Firstly, the service-learning could be 

conducive to the development of highly structured curriculum framework recruiting the features 

of both knowledge breadth and practicability. Moreover, with such a highly structured 

curriculum framework, the educational perspectives coming from the students, teaching subject 

and community would enable to be developed and practiced.   

Secondary, the conduction of service-learning, featuring with four phases - preparation, 

service, reflection and celebration, is able to put “unity of learning and its application” into 

effect, leading students acquire knowledge in continuous and successive. In addition, the 

curriculum structure could be reinforced making a step-by-step teaching guide for the students 

to internalize the knowledge related with visual arts teaching in early childhood education 

through a thorough learning process including knowledge acquisition, application, reflection, 

and sharing. The service-learning allows the students to experience the pleasure of “learning by 

doing and doing by learning” and enhance their practical teaching skills through a co-operative 

arts education service program, and of “thinking by doing” through reflection and sharing, 

driving the students deepen their learning effect of professional knowledge. 

Finally, the service-learning could promote the achievement of curriculum goals and can 

spin off multiple beneficial results. Application of service-learning strategy in visual arts in 

early childhood education would not only enrich the students’ knowledge in this field as well as 

their ability of actions, but also allow expand the teaching space from the classroom to a society, 

creating a win-win situation for the educational department, teachers, students and service 
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receivers. To sum up, the service-learning can serve as one of the effective teaching strategies 

for visual arts in early childhood teacher education courses, and enrich the students’ learning 

outcome with multiple perspectives. 

The conclusion is firstly made by proposing that the application of service-learning 

strategy in professional courses could not only deepen the professional knowledge learning, but 

also consolidate the dynamic processes and structures of the courses. This is followed by 

suggesting the further study focusing on research design in terms of the improvement of the 

design and application of questionnaire design and the adoption of focus group strategy. 
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