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The Teaching of Curatorial Practice for Design and the 
Factors Influencing Exhibition Experiences

Chia-Hua Lin1

Summary

Design exhibitions in Taiwan have grown in popularity, providing more opportunities for 

designers to curate exhibitions. Accordingly, a curatorial education for the design-related students 

is called for. This study investigated and proposed the indicators for assessing the learning 

outcomes of curatorial practice in design-related departments. The assessment indicators were 

investigated on the basis of feedback obtained from a course on curatorial practice that was 

designed and executed with industrial mentors’ participation. 

In this study, the participants of the course were 26 students and 4 industrial mentors. 

The students comprised 3 doctoral students, 19 master’s students, along with 2 undergraduate 

students—one from the department of industrial design and the other from the department of 

media design. All the students were required to complete the whole course program, which 

consisted of lectures, exhibition practice, and questionnaire. The industrial mentors who had each 

worked in the industry for a minimum of 7 years served as instructors and completed surveys to 

contribute to the development of the course program.

The course on curatorial practice was designed in keeping with the data obtained from 

unstructured interviews with the participating industrial mentors, open-ended questionnaires 

completed by the participating students, and literature review. The interview regarding “industrial 

mentors’ suggestions for curating education” was conducted to the mentors, and the results were 

used to frame the course for students in design-related departments. The students completed the 

“prior-course expectations survey for design-related students” prior to the course, the results of 

which were used to determine the needs of design-department students and as the ground for 

assessing teaching effectiveness afterwards.
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The lectures included introduction to curation, current status of domestic and foreign 

museums, curatorial industries, exhibition planning, interactive activities, and an exhibition case 

study. These lectures introduced the design-department students to interdisciplinary concepts 

encompassing design thinking and methodology, spatial circulation planning, and exhibition 

materials and lighting applications. 

In the exhibition practice, the Form + Theme + Context + Cost (FTCC) model was introduced 

as a guideline for beginning a curating project. Under the guidance of the mentors, the students were 

engaged in professional curating practice, which involved project proposal, project management, 

exhibition production, advertising, visual space design, and exhibition.

Potential indicators through which the effectiveness of the course on curatorial practice can 

be assessed were investigated and defined on the basis of the analysis of two questionnaires, 

which were conducted after the lectures and exhibition practice. A 5-point Likert scale was used 

to measure satisfaction levels in both the questionnaires. The participants responded to five 

statements in each questionnaire by using the following score options: strongly disagree (−2), 

disagree (−1), neither agree nor disagree (0), agree (+1), or strongly agree (+2).

The assessment questionnaire Learning Outcomes of Curatorial Practice in Design-related 

Departments was conducted to the students, so as to assess teaching effectiveness according to 

the dimensions of curatorial theories, curating designs, design and space, proposal techniques, 

and overall learning performance. After the exhibition, visitors completed the questionnaire 

“Visitor’s exhibition experiences,” the items of which were based on Schmitt’s (1999b) “strategic 

experiential modules” and regarded senses, feelings, thoughts, actions, and related experiences.

The questionnaire results from Learning Outcomes of Curatorial Practice in Design-related 

Departments suggested effective teaching, indicating that the student participants could systematically 

apply curatorial theories to exhibition planning as a result of the course. Among the assessment 

items, the “Instructors’ interactive teaching approach helped me learn in-depth and understand 

curatorial practice” received the highest score of +1.47. Other high-score assessment items were 

“My planning capacity for curation improved because of the course” (score = +1.21); “The practical 

curatorial experience helped me use, plan, and learn about exhibition space” (score = +1.21); “The 

course emphasized both theories and practice of curatorial planning” (score = +1.15); “The course 

helped me think about and express concepts related to curatorial issues” (score = +1.15); and “The 

course design facilitated systematic learning” (score = +1.05).

The questionnaire results of “Visitors’ exhibition experiences” suggested effective curating, 

indicating that visitors reacted positively to the curated exhibition by the students who participated 
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in this study. Among assessment items, “I interacted with the staff in this exhibition” received 

the highest score of +1.58. Other high-score assessment items were “The exhibition served an 

educational function for me” (score = +1.57); “The exhibition was interesting and impressive” 

(score = +1.51); and “The exhibition was enjoyable” (score = +1.4). This questionnaire results 

demonstrated that the systematic curatorial training proposed in this study enabled design-

department students to execute a curating project that received positive responses. 

On the basis of the questionnaire results, a crossover analysis of teaching effectiveness and 

exhibition assessment was further conducted, using descriptive analysis, related factor analysis, 

and factor analysis. According to the results of these analyses, assessment indicators for the 

courses on curatorial practice in design-related departments were categorized and proposed as the 

following four major factors: “sensory thinking,” “thematic communication,” “exhibit be used to 

enhance the effectiveness of curatorial teaching,” and “practice in design-related departments.”
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