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Abstract

Loose parts, being heterogeneous and unstructured, are a common learning area resource in
preschools; outdoors, they are ideal for practical environmental teaching. Recognizing the
diverse nature of materials as a crucial element for artists to express creative thinking, this study
aims to develop a preschool environmental art curriculum for an urban school that integrates
loose parts while enhancing children’s understanding of the natural environment and ecology
through an art-based action research method. The findings reveal that the curriculum integrating
loose parts presents a dynamic and generative profile of emergent curriculum. Using various
teaching strategies such as sensory games, art appreciation, creative art projects, and community
exploration, children not only establish a closer connection with materials, but also willingly
engage with the broader environmental ecology, and appreciate and understand materials
through contemporary art appreciation. Gaining real-world experience by exploring their
communities, children express their environmental awareness through art projects, showcasing
enriching learning experiences in artistic expression and concern for environmental issues. As
future global citizens, children should genuinely care about environmental issues. Developing
lasting environmental awareness and artistic expression requires prolonged immersion. This
underscores the enduring value of this research, emphasizing its role in fostering a primary

foundation of environmental awareness and aesthetic literacy through art creation.
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