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Abstract

With the easy availability of free online visual resources and digital tools, visual arts teachers are
better equipped to use these resources, but they also face challenges in planning a technology enabled
curriculum; this was especially apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic. Hong Kong has seen rapid
museum development, with the openings of the renovated Hong Kong Museum of Art (2019), M+
Museum (2020), and the Hong Kong Palace Museum (2022), paving the way for new opportunities
in museum education. Amidst these technological and social changes, we proposed a visual arts
teacher-curator pedagogy and conducted a study to investigate the effectiveness of the pedagogy
in Hong Kong’s primary and secondary schools. This pedagogy empowers visual arts teachers to
assume the role of a digital museum curator, facilitating student learning through virtual exhibitions.
The study used design-based research and involved six teachers and 331 students during the 2021—
2022 academic year. The first phase focused on training teachers in the teacher-curator pedagogy.
The second phase involved implementation, where teachers, supported by the investigator, developed
two virtual exhibitions and online activities. The third phase evaluated the pedagogy’s impact
through teacher interviews and student questionnaires. The study revealed a substantial improvement
in student learning including (1) motivating students towards self-directed and active learning, (2)
enhancing the creation of learning contexts, and (3) facilitating peer learning and interaction through
social media. The study also provides insights for strengthening teachers’ autonomy and capacity,

contributing to effective pedagogical practices that promote online learning in visual arts.
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