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Abstract

This study aims to explore the effectiveness of incorporating museum-based education as an
innovative teaching strategy within a medical humanities course. The course was designed and
delivered with visual thinking strategies (VTS) at its core. This study selected 27 paintings,
based on the VTS image selection principles, across six major humanities learning themes for
students to engage in VTS sessions. Student feedback following the course indicated that the
process of observing and discussing artworks not only offered valuable exposure to art but also
helped cultivate diverse perspectives and multiple humanistic competencies. In their post-class
reflections on the selected paintings, 25 were validated as meeting the target through quantitative
survey results, while all of the works were confirmed in classroom observations or qualitative
interviews to have elicited the expected humanities-themed discussions. This study represents
the first systematic introduction of VTS into medical education in Taiwan. The findings indicate
that the integration of artworks is not only inspiring but also offers tangible value in fostering
medical students’ humanistic literacy and competencies. This teaching model presents a
promising and feasible approach to advancing the development of humanistic competencies in

medical education.
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